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12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus…
17Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
WE ARE CITIZENS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

HEAVEN IS OUR GOAL

THE TRUTH
	19bTheir mind is on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

	I Peter 2:11-12
11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.


THIS DEFINES
1. Our Status

	Our sense of worth is defined by our relationship with God not our success in the world


2. Our Hope

	This Life Does Not Define ultimate Joy.  Eternal glory is our ultimate joy.


3. Our Values

	We seek the will of God not the pleasure or treasures of the world


4. Our Focus
	We take care of earthly necessities, but we pour ourselves into Christ’s work in the world


THUS, WE WILL NEVER TOTALLY FIT IN…

“as aliens and strangers in the world” (I Peter 2:11)
HOWEVER, THIS EARTHLY KINGDOM REQUIRES OUR LOYALTY
Matthew 22
17Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"  18But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a denarius, 20and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?"  21"Caesar's," they replied.  Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." 

AND, WE HAVE RESPONSIBILITY TO PLANT SEEDS OF THE KINGDOM HERE AND NOW
Philippians 3
12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.
GOD EXPECTS US
	To be His examples in the world

	To help this world become a model of Kingdom living

	To Be in This World but Not of This World

	“A colony is a beachhead, an outpost, an island of one culture in the middle of another, a place where the values of home are reiterated and passed on to the young, a place where the distinctive language and life-style of the resident aliens are lovingly nurtured and reinforced”
Will Willimon and Stanley Hauerwas, Resident Aliens


OUR FULL SALVATION DEPENDS TO SOME EXTENT ON OUR FAITHFULNESS
OUR PLACE IN THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM REFLECTS OUR COMMITMENT AND ACTIONS HERE AND NOW

Matthew 7

13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it. 15 Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits. 21 Not everyone who says to Me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.’”
