Session II

Knowing the Real Jesus, December 12, 2007
God and the Man Jesus
He needed to prove himself ready for God’s special purpose

At His Baptism the Journey is Complete (for their three spots)
1. He needed to grow spiritually and emotionally and mature
2. He needed to be able to love and relate to all persons

3. He needed to prove the challenge of obedience
He Was A Faithful Jew
Matthew 5:17-20

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

The SHEMA:  Deuteronomy 6

(shema, Hebrew = “Hear, O Israel”)

4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
Love Thy Neighbor, Leviticus 19
15 "'Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.  16"'Do not go about spreading slander among your people.  "'Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor's life. I am the LORD.  17 "'Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt.  18"'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 

He Practiced the Disciplines

	Temple worship, prayer time, wearing the “fringes”, giving to the Temple work, following the dietary guidelines, etc.

	Luke 4:16    He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.



	Mark 1:35   Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

	Mark 5:27  "And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed."


YET HE CHALLENGED CONTEMPORARY JUDAISM
What Jesus broke were the Pharisaic additions to the law, not God's law.
The Jews had taken God's Word found in the Old Testament and ADDED their own oral traditions to the law. These added traditions were called "the tradition of the elders." 

i.e., Mark 7:1-8

Mark 2:23-27, Picking Grain on the Sabbath
23One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?"  25He answered, "Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need?  26In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions."  27Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath."

NEXT, “IN ESSENCE”, 3 POINTS THEIR SHEETS, ON BACK  ▼▼▼
IN ESSENCE
	1. Jesus affirmed those beliefs and traditions which called people to true holiness

	2. Jesus affirmed that which brought persons closer to the living God

	3. Jesus wanted persons to live in a way that their lives not their traditions or rituals defined their relationship to God


