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Two Things We Want to Accomplish
1. To better understand the New Testament view of Jesus

2. To better appreciate the humanity of Jesus and not just his divinity 

Knowing and Not Knowing Jesus
· The Bible is a result of God’s Spirit and humankind’s thinking

Example: One Man’s View, I Corinthians 14:33b-35
· The life and story of Jesus can only be partially known:  the “Lost Years” of Jesus life

· But, the real Jesus does emerge amidst the inconsistencies and the uncertainties

The Matthew and Luke Accounts of Jesus’ early life
	Matthew: Mary and Joseph live in Bethlehem – later flee to Egypt – later settle in Nazareth
Luke: They live in Nazareth – go to Bethlehem to pay taxes – return to Nazareth

	The “lost years”:  
a. know nothing from 8 days old to 12 years old          = EXCEPT FOR LUKE 2:40 and 2:52
b. know nothing from 12 years old to 30 years old


GETTING TO KNOW JESUS THE PERSON BETTER
The Boy Grows
Luke 2:40 and 52
(the influence of Mary and Joseph, the spiritual and intellectual maturation)

	Jesus grew physically – spiritually – emotionally

	He grew in his relationship with others

	He didn’t come into life with absolute wisdom:  “grew in wisdom”

	He grew in moral character: “stature”

	Grew in his relationships with others: “in favor with others”

	Grew in the favor of God:  he more and more pleased God by his words, actions, life, spiritual depth

	


The Baptism Accounts

Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-13; Luke 3:21-23

	Jesus chooses this moment to make his full commitment to the call of God

	God’s Spirit has been speaking to and working on Jesus all his life and the time has come, for both

	God has used Mary and Joseph to ground Jesus properly

	The baptism is the culmination of Jesus’ preparation and God’s revelation to Jesus

	The declaration:  [Now] “You are my Son; with you I am well pleased”

	Jesus is now the true Son of God

	

	

	

	

	


