Jesus and Divorce / Remarriage
The Old Testament
	Deuteronomy 24:1

 1 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, 2 and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, 3 and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house... 

	Malachi 6

16 "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, "


Schools of Jewish Thought
What is the “indecency” in Deuteronomy 24

	Shammai (100 years before Jesus)

A man authorized to divorce his wife if he married her on the understanding that she was a virgin and then discovered she was not (cf. Deut. 22:13)
	Hillel School (contemporary of Shammai)

Some indecency might include more or less anything which her husband found offensive



Jesus in the New Testament
	Mark 10

Pharisees Divided Over Interpretations
	Matthew 5
Pharisees Divided Over Interpretations

	 2Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?"   3"What did Moses command you?" he replied.  4They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away." 

 5"It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law," Jesus replied. 6"But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female.' 7'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 
	 31"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.
Also Note Matthew 19:1-9


Reflections
	1. Jesus moves beyond the rabbinic debate to God’s highest and purest intention:  that man and woman stay together in marriage.  Here Jesus affirms the sacredness of marriage.  

	2. Thus, divorce not an option at the purest sacred and most ideal level.

	3. In the Matthew version he allows “except for marital unfaithfulness” (Matthew’s Gospel only); scholars differ on what this means and whether the truest words of Jesus

	4. Jesus also does something else in his statements…
· Address the inequalities toward women


Competing Claims of Christ
These Statements in Relationship to Other Convictions of Christ

What one must do is put Jesus’ statements on divorce in the context of many other statements and teachings of Jesus.  In the key texts here we see Jesus lifting up the truths of non-condemnation, loving all persons, and God’s desire for all human beings to have abundant life.  These statements and truths help us realize that even though Jesus does lift up unapologetically the sacred ideal of marriage and the fact that God does not treat divorce lightly, divorce must be addressed in the context of love, forgiveness, and compassion.  Thus, divorce can be seen as a necessary action which deserves God’s and our love, forgiveness, and compassion.  

1. The Promise of Forgiveness: John 8:  “Neither do I condemn you”

2. The Supreme Law of Love and Compassion:  “love your neighbor as you love yourself”:  Matthew 22
3. God wants us to have abundant life:  John 10:10
4. Matthew 7:  “Judge not or you too will be judged”
	William Neil

“The highest law of Christ is the law of compassion.  It would therefore be wrong for the church, or for individual Christians, to deny a couple whose marriage despite all efforts has irrevocably broken down, the prospect of happiness with another partner…Things do not always turn out as we hope and plan, and if a marriage has reached the point of no return, common humanity, let alone Christian compassion, would leave the door open for a second chance – which is what the Bible tells us is God’s way with His children” (61-62)


United Methodist Church (2004):

God's plan is for lifelong, faithful marriage. The church must be on the forefront of premarital and postmarital counseling in order to create and preserve strong marriages. However, when a married couple is estranged beyond reconciliation, even after thoughtful consideration and counsel, divorce is a regrettable alternative in the midst of brokenness. 

We grieve over the devastating emotional, spiritual, and economic consequences of divorce for all involved and are concerned about high divorce rates. 
It is recommended that methods of mediation be used to minimize the adversarial nature and fault-finding that are often part of our current judicial processes. Although divorce publicly declares that a marriage no longer exists, other covenantal relationships resulting from the marriage remain, such as the nurture and support of children and extended family ties. We urge respectful negotiations in deciding the custody of minor children and support the consideration of either or both parents for this responsibility in that custody not be reduced to financial support, control, or manipulation and retaliation. The welfare of each child is the most important consideration. 

Divorce does not preclude a new marriage. 

We encourage an intentional commitment of the Church and society to minister compassionately to those in the process of divorce, as well as members of divorced and remarried families, in a community of faith where God’s grace is shared by all.  From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2004
