CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION
GENESIS 1

1In the beginning God

created the heavens

and the earth. 2The earth was barren,

with no form of life; it was under a roaring ocean

covered with darkness.

But the Spirit of God was moving over the water.

*********

9God looked at what he had done and saw that it was good... [1ST OF 4 REFERENCES]
18God looked at what he had done, and it was good.

21God looked at what he had done, and it was good.
25. Then he looked at what he had done, and it was good. 

    26God said, "Now we will make humans, and they will be like us. We will let them rule the fish, the birds, and all other living creatures." 

    27So God created humans to be like himself; he made men and women. 28God gave them his blessing and said: 

   Have a lot of children! Fill the earth with people and bring it under your control. Rule over the fish in the ocean, the birds in the sky, and every animal on the earth. 

    29I have provided all kinds of fruit and grain for you to eat. 30And I have given the green plants as food for everything else that breathes. These will be food for animals, both wild and tame, and for birds. 

    31God looked at what he had done. All of it was very good! Evening came and then morning--that was the sixth day. 

GENESIS 2
 1So the heavens and the earth and everything else were created. 

    2 By the seventh day God had finished his work, and so he rested. 3God blessed the seventh day and made it special because on that day he rested from his work. 

    4That's how God created the heavens and the earth. 

   When the LORD God made the heavens and the earth, 

TRUTHS OF GENESIS 1
	Vs. 1-3
	1.  OPENING TRUTH OF THE BIBLE:  GOD’S SPIRIT BRINGS LIFE AND PROMISE – that which is barren comes to life as God’s Spirit works

	Vs. 9, 18, 21, 31
	2.  GOD’S PLAN IS GOOD:  God constantly to bring good out of creation, history, and life’s circumstances

	v. 26-27
	3.  A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE ON CREATION OF MAN AND WOMAN:  Man and woman here are created equal

	v. 27b
	4.  HUMANKIND IS GIVEN PRIVILEGE AND RESPONSIBILITY: Take care of creation, God’s world

	v. 29
	5.  GOD HAS PROVIDED: what humanity and his world need

	2:4a and b
	6.  END OF ONE CREATION STORY AND THE BEGINNING OF ANOTHER: There are two creation stories in Genesis; very different; written hundreds of years apart.  This didn’t bother the Hebrew community.  They didn’t worry about such seeming contradictions.


