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The Man Abram
· Introduced briefly in 11:27; son of Terah / 11:29 takes Sarai as his wife

· 11:31 Terah and family from Ur of Chaldeans to Haran

The Call
Genesis 12:1-3
	v. 4 – Abram is 75 years old

	1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.

God’s call = leave something behind / go where God wants

	2 "I will make you into a great nation 
       and I will bless you; 
       I will make your name great, 
       and you will be a blessing.
God Wants To Establish A Nation

The Call of Our Own Nation

	3 I will bless those who bless you, 
       and whoever curses you I will curse; 
       and all peoples on earth 
       will be blessed through you."
Much Misunderstanding Here: Seems No Other Nations Matter


The Response
Genesis 1:4-9
 4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 
Extraordinary Obedience.  God does expect us to be obedient.

One factor.  These were already nomadic people.

 6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring  I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

 8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.

Wherever we pitch our tent, we should build our altars.
What would it mean for us to build an altar…at work? In neighborhood? In Community?

THE SARAI, HAGAR, AND ISHMAEL STORY:  16:1-15
Hagar gets pregnant ..Flees to the Desert…Assisted by an Angel
	16:2
	Sarai tells Abram to have a child with Hagar, the Egyptian slave-girl

	4
	Hagar conceives and treats Sarai with contempt

	5-6
	Sarai complains to Abram and Abram tells her to do with Hagar what she wants

“Then Sarai dealt harshly with her and she ran away from her”

	7-10
	Hagar flees to the desert and an Angel comes to her aid.  He tells her to return to Sarai, because God will bless her son.


16:11-12 - The Son to be Born

11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: 
       "You are now with child 
       and you will have a son. 
       You shall name him Ishmael,  
       for the LORD has heard of your misery.

12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; 
       his hand will be against everyone 
       and everyone's hand against him, 
       and he will live in hostility 
       toward all his brothers."
LATER IN THE STORY  ▼▼▼
LATER IN THE STORY:  Chapter 21
After Isaac’s birth, Hagar and Ishmael Cast Out
	21:11-14
	Saria insists that Abraham get rid of Hagar, now that Isaac born.  Abraham expresses concern, but God assures him that “I will make the son of the maidservant into a nation also, because he is your offspring”

	v. 15-16
	Hagar flees to the desert, runs out of water, and worries about Ishmael dying.  An Angel comes to her rescue again


 17 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 18 Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation." 

 19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 

 20 God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer. 21 While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.

THE CLOSING CHAPTER FOR ISHMAEL HAGAR AND ISHMAEL
25:12-18

· 12 princes; dies at age 137

6 These were the sons of Ishmael, and these are the names of the twelve tribal rulers according to their settlements and camps. 17 Altogether, Ishmael lived a hundred and thirty-seven years. He breathed his last and died, and he was gathered to his people. 18 His descendants settled in the area from Havilah to Shur, near the border of Egypt, as you go toward Asshur. And they lived in hostility toward [c] all their brothers.
ISHMAEL AND ISLAM
These Quotes Back of Their Sheet

WIKIPEDIA: Ishmael (Arabic: Ismā'īl) is a prophet in Islam. The Qur'an considers him to be a son of Abraham.  His name appears twelve times in the Qur'an mostly in a list with other prophets "as part of a litany of remembrances in which the pre-Muhammad prophets are praised for their resolute steadfastness and obedience to God, often in the face of adversity." 
Both Jewish and Islamic traditions consider Ishmael as the ancestor of Arab people. According to the Muslim tradition, Muhammad was a descendant of Ishmael through his son Kedar. 
WISE CHRISTIAN: Abraham loved Ishmael just as much as he loved Isaac (Genesis 21:9-13), and Ishmael (the ancestor of the Arab people) and his descendants were loved and blessed by God (Genesis 21:13,18) just as were the descendants of Isaac (the ancestor of the Jews, and other Israelites of the other 11 tribes), but in a different way, for a different purpose.
FROM A MUSLIM: A careful reading of Isaiah 60, as Maalouf mentions, reveals names of Ishmael’s descendants and the fact that they were part of God’s promises.  In Acts 2, Arabic was one of the languages listed as being spoken on Pentacost.  Paul spent three years in the Arabian desert.  The Gospel reached the Arab and nomadic peoples very early in church history, mainly due to their geographical proximity.  As such, Arab Christianity has been around since the beginning of the formation of the church.  Many of the suppositions that are projected on to the Arabs are based in a failure to understand the character and destiny of Ishmael.  These myths enable attitudes such as dehumanization and disenfranchising of the Arabs, because they are Ishmael’s descendants; which does little to build bridges of reconciliation and communication of the Gospel.

A solid understanding of the nature of God’s promises to Isaac and Ishmael can be used to bring healing and restoration in the midst of this intractable conflict, instead of being a means of division.  As we seek to understand God’s redemptive purposes and the inclusion of all nations, including the descendants of both Isaac and Ishmael, we can live out the Biblical mandates that destroy the dividing wall of hostilities between nations and people groups.

~ Salim J. Munayer, PhD and Brittany Browning

CONSERVATIVE CHRISTIAN:  Unfortunately, from Ishmael's line sprung a man, Muhammad (570-632), who had other ideas. He initially founded Islam as a religion for the Arab people. Later he tried to universalize it and impose it on all mankind. In Islam, Jesus is reduced to a mere prophet; and by making himself equal to Jesus and ultimately superior to Him, Muhammad perpetuated the spirit of rivalry, not reconciliation. The roots of this present-day alienation go back to the tragedy of events that led to the breakup of Abraham's family. Islam became the venue for the aggrieved and alienated members of this family to redress the shame of that early expulsion from the tents of Abraham. Even more than that, Islam is committed to the attempt to dominate the world.
