WILL OF GOD 
Session II
From Session 1
The Questions Must Be Answered

If God is good, why is there suffering and evil, especially for the innocent?

If God is all powerful, why didn’t He/doesn’t He preclude suffering of the innocent?

If God is all-knowing, why didn’t He in His infinite wisdom do things differently?
We do God no service by ignoring or diminishing the philosophical and spiritual questions related to how a good God could allow suffering in the world; especially the suffering of the innocent.  The issue demands a response.  Christians need to be aware of proper biblical and theological answers to this question.  It is reasonable to expect an intellectually acceptable answer even as our foundation is scripture and faith.  

Understanding The Problem

Natural evil – suffering caused by natural disasters 

Moral evil – suffering caused by human selfishness e.g. Hitler’s killing of Jews, homosexuals and Gypsies.

The Bible Gives Partial Answers

	Ecclesiastes
	A father fatalistic approach; life is harsh…do the best you can…God has His ways…no real answer

	Job
	· Some of the characters in Job say suffering result of sin

· Job himself refuses this explanation and challenges God to explain Himself

· God tells Job that the reason is beyond human comprehension

	Jesus
	· Says the rain falls on the just and unjust alike and the sun rises on the just and unjust alike; thus not related to one’s sin

	Paul
	· Says that God works to bring good out of all things in life


WHO WAS LESLIE WEATHERHEAD?
1893-1976

A Methodist minister in England

Renowned preacher, scholar, thinker

Other works: Life Begins At Death; The Christian Agnostic; Time for God; How Can I Find God?; Discipleship; Psychology, Religion, and Healing…etc.

Notable Weatherhead quote: 

"The trouble with some of us is that we have been innoculated with small doses of Christianity which keep us from catching the real thing."

THREE ASPECTS OF GOD’S WILL

· God’s Intentional Will 
· God’s Circumstantial Will
· God’s Ultimate Will
ASSUMPTIONS UNDERLYING WEATHERHEAD’S PERSPECTIVE
►►►►►
ASSUMPTIONS UNDERLYING WEATHERHEAD’S PERSPECTIVE

A. God allows evil (a necessary understanding = otherwise God is not omnipotent)

B. Our understandings of God’s will have been quite “confused”
1. “[woman who died after much medical care] “The woman’s recovery and the woman’s death cannot equally be the will of God in the sense of being his intention” (p. 11)

2. “We accuse God of the worst sorts of evil (friend whose son died of cholera): ‘John, isn’t that just what you have accused God of doing when you said it was his will.’  Surely we cannot identify as the will of God something for which a man would be locked up in jail, or put in a criminal lunatic asylum” (p. 12)
3. One of the first things we must do is to disassociate from the phrase, ‘the will of God’ all that is evil and unpleasant and unhappy.’ (p. 13)
4. Having a more appropriate understanding of God’s will serves the grieving well:  
“What I mean is that it is so important that we should try to think clearly before disaster falls upon us.  If we do, then in spite of all our grief we have a philosophy of life that steadies us as an anchor steadies a ship.”  (pp. 11-12)
5. Not Getting Our Thinking Right Causes Much Unnecessary Pain
“By our confusion we thrust people’s minds into unbelievable torment..” (p. 15)
THE CROSS OF CHRIST AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE THREEFOLD NATURE OF GOD’S WILL
(p. 13)
God’s Intentional Will (Ideal Purpose) for Christ

“Was it God’s intention from the beginning that Jesus should go to the cross?...No..

The discipleship of men, not the death of Christ, was the intentional will of God”
God’s Circumstantial Will Amidst the Forces of Evil in Christ’s Life

“Circumstances wrought by men’s evil set up such a dilemma that Christ was compelled either to die or to run away…then in those circumstances the Cross was the will of God…”
God’s Ultimate Will (the purposefulness of God which is not defeated)
“God cannot be finally defeated, and that is what I mean by his omnipotence – not that everything that happens is his will, but that nothing can happen which finally defeats his will”
WE ACCEPT, THEN, THAT EVIL CAN WIN FOR A WHILE
“the intentional will of God  can be defeated by the will of man for the time being.  If this were not true, then man would have no real freedom at all” (p. 14)

TWO DIFFICULTIES TO ADDRESS
1. “People get a lot of comfort from supposing that their tragedies are the will of God.  One can bear such a thing if it is God’s will…”
Response:  “There is never any final comfort in a lie…I know that to face the truth is costly, and people hate to be made to think, but only the truth can set us free” (p. 15)
2. “Surely some of the greatest qualities in people are made by suffering, and there is not that suffering the will of God?” (p. 15)
Response: “Evil is never creative of good, though the circumstances of evil have often been an occasion for the expression of good…If we say that the suffering caused by evil is essential because of the qualities evoked, then logically we may assume that God needs evil to produce good:  that he could not produce such a thing as courage unless an evil like war demanded it…” (p. 16)
